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STATEMENT  OF  APPRECIATION 

All  of  the  landowners  who  have  so  generously  contributed  to  Florida's 
success  in  establishing  its  wildlife  management  area  system  are  due  a  debt 
of  gratitude  by  the  sportsmen  of  the  state  and  the  Game  and  Fresh  Water 
Fish  Commission.  All  the  individuals,  companies,  and  governmental 
agencies  who  cooperate  in  this  program  are  making  an  invaluable  con- 
tribution to  the  public  welfare.  In  each  and  every  case  this  action  is 
sincerely  appreciated. 


A.    D.   ALDRICH,   Director 
Florida   Game   and    Fresh   Water   Fish   Commission 
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FLORIDA'S 
WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREAS 


The  year  1941  was  an  important 
one  to  Florida's  nimrods  for  it 
witnessed  the  launching  of  a  pro- 
gram which  has,  to  date,  placed  un- 
der scientific  management  3,743,250 
acres  of  game  lands  in  the  Sunshine 
State.  To  hunters  who  have  been 
harassed  by  a  rash  of  "POSTED — 
NO  HUNTING"  signs,  the  public 
management  area  program  is  good 
news.  For  a  modest  fee  of  $5.00,  the 
aspiring  nimrod  is  issued  a  "sea- 
son's ticket"  to  most  of  this  huge 
public  hunting  territory. 

The  first  large  Commission-owned 
tract  of  land  to  receive  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Game  and  Fresh  Water 
Fish  Commission  was  that  located 
in  Charlotte  County.  Managed  as 
a  game  refuge  from  1941  until  1950, 
the  area  was  opened  as  a  public 
hunting  ground  for  the  first  time 
during  the  1950-51  season.  The  year 
previously,  the  Gulf  Hammock  area 
had  been  opened  to  hunting,  the  first 
of  the  privately-owned  areas  to  be 
made  available  to  the  public  under 
the  Commission's  wildlife  manage- 
ment   area    program. 

For  the  1955-56  season,  Florida 
nimrods  will  have  available  3,002,- 
000  acres  of  managed  lands  located 
throughout  the  state  from  Eglin 
Field  in  the  northwest  to  the  Collier 
and  Everglades  Areas  at  the  south- 
ern end  of  the  peninsula.  Acquisi- 
tion of  the  Holopaw,  Croom,  and 
Okeechobee  Areas  plus  the  opening 
of  the  Gaskin  Area  added  several 
thousand  acres  to  the  total  public 
hunting  lands  open  for  the  coming 
season. 

Each  of  the  Game  and  Fresh  Wa- 
ter Fish  Commission's  Wildlife  Man- 
agement Areas  is  under  the  techni- 
cal supervision  of  a  Game  Division 
Specialist.  Much  of  the  technician's 
time  is  devoted  to  habitat  improve- 
ment work  and  other  activities  de- 
signed to  bring  about  optimum 
game  populations. 

The  extensive  encroachment  upon 
game  lands  within  the  state  is  the 
result  of  the  demands  of  the  in- 
creasing population  and  expansion 
of  industry  in  Florida.  The  Commis- 
sion's Wildlife  Management  Area 
program  has  as  its  ultimate  goal  the 
preservation  and  management  of  as 
much  of  the  state's  wildlife  habitat 
as  possible.  In  addition  to  providing 
for  the  present,  the  program  seeks 


to  assure  for  the  future,  a  good 
game  supply  on  readily  available 
public  hunting  lands. 

The  game  management  areas  are 
operated  essentially  as  public  hunt- 
ing grounds,  however  most  of  them 
are  open  throughout  the  year  for 
fishing,  camping,  boating,  and  other 
recreational  uses.  No  guns  or  dogs 
are  allowed  on  the  areas  except 
during  the  hunting  season.  On  some, 
the     Tomoka     Area     for     example, 
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Planting  of  wildlife  food  crops  is  one  of 
the  important  activities  conducted  on  the 
G&FWFC's  wildlife  management  areas.  Here 
Dick  Harlow,  Tomoka  Area  biologist  ex- 
amines a  stand  of  Pensacola   bahia. 


The  management  area  program  seeks  to  pro- 
vide good  hunting  on  lands  readily  accessible 
to  the  public. 


camping  is  confined  to  designated 
sites  because  of  the  danger  of  woods 
fires  resulting  from  unattended 
camp  fires,  and  other  factors  nor- 
mally connected  with  unrestricted 
use. 

The  purchase  of  a  $5.00  Public 
Hunt  Permit  gives  the  hunter  access 
to  most  of  the  management  areas 
during  the  season  for  which  the  per- 
mit is  issued.  The  four  exceptions 
are;  Eglin  Field  where  a  $2.00  Air 
Force  Permit  is  required  in  place  of 
the  $5.00  Public  Hunt  Permit,  St. 
Marks  where  a  $3.00  permit  is  re- 
quired for  each  of  the  two  days  per 
season  allowed  each  hunter,  the  C. 
M.  Webb  Area  where  a  $5.00  daily 
permit  is  required,  and  the  Ever- 
glades Area  where  no  special  permit 
is  required.  In  addition  to  the  speci- 
al permit,  a  regular  state  or  county 
hunting  license  must  be  in  posses- 
sion of  persons  hunting  on  the  Wild- 
life Management  Areas. 

Game  laws  pertaining  to  the  state 
in  general  as  well  as  to  the  county 
or  counties  in  which  the  individual 
areas  are  located,  apply  to  the  man- 
agement areas  with  some  excep- 
tions. For  example,  no  deer  hunting 
is  allowed  on  the  Fisheating  Creek 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  al- 
though the  deer  is  legal  game  in  the 
county  adjacent  to  that  area.  An- 
other example  is  the  St.  Marks 
Area  within  which  only  ducks  and 
geese  may  be  taken. 

About  half  of  the  wildlife  man- 
agement areas  are  located  on  public 
lands  (Apalachicola,  Eglin  Field, 
St.  Marks,  Osceola,  Ocala,  Ever- 
glades, Webb,  Corbett,  Blackwater, 
Avon  Park,  Richloam,  Croom  and 
Little  Talbot).  The  balance  of  the 
areas  are  managed  by  the  Game  Di- 
vision through  written  agreements 
with  the  individuals  and  companies 
concerned. 

In  the  seven  years  that  have 
elapsed  since  the  program  was 
started,  the  plan  has  advanced  in 
spectacular  fashion.  Nation-wide  in- 
terest has  been  engendered  by  the 
progress  made  in  the  Game  Divi- 
sion's management  area  project.  In 
addition  to  promising  a  bright  fu- 
ture for  Florida's  nimrods,  the  pro- 
gram bids  fair  to  spread  far  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  the  Sunshine 
State  to  the  lasting  benefit  of  all  of 
the  nation's  outdoorsmen. 


This  season  the  Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Commission  will 
have  open  to  hunting  a  total  of  3,002,000  acres  of  land  within 
the  Wildlife  Management  Areas.  In  addition  to  a  regular  hunting 
license,  a  public  hunt  area  permit  is  required  for  those  desiring  to 
hunt  on  the  management  areas. 

Available  from  the  offices  of  the  County  Judges,  the  S5.00 
permit  opens  most  of  the  25  management  areas  to  the  hunter. 
Exceptions  are  as  follows:  Eglin  Field  where  a  S2.00  Air  Force 
Permit  is  required  in  place  of  the  S5.00  Public  Hunt  Permit,  St. 
Marks  where  a  S3. 00  permit  is  required  for  each  of  the  two  days 
per  season  allowed  each  hunter,  the  C.  M.  Webb  Area  where  a 
$5.00  daily  permit  is  required,  and  the  Everglades  Area  where 
no  special  permit  is  required. 
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Acres 

Acres 

Open  to 

Closed  to 

Name 

Hunting 

Hunting 

1. 

Eglin  Air  Force  Base 

390,000 

70,000 

2. 

Blackwater 

85,000 

3. 

Roy  S.  Gaskin 

110,000 

4. 

Apalachicola 

100,000 

98,000 

5. 

St.   Marks 

3,000 

6. 

Aucilla 

100,000 

7. 

Steinhatchee 

225,000 

8. 

Osceola 

65,000 

42,000 

9. 

Lake  Butler 

96,000 

10. 

Little  Talbot  Island 

250 

11. 

Gulf  Hammock 

100,000 

20,000 

12. 

Ocala 

185,000 

90,000 

13. 

Tomoka 

41,000 

9,000 

14. 

Sumter-Citrus 

30,000 

15. 

Farmton 

50,000 

16. 

Croom 

17,000 

17. 

Richloam 

48,000 

18. 

Holopaw 

22,000 

19. 

Avon  Park 

108,000 

20. 

Okeechobee 

16,000 

21. 

Fisheating  Creek 

100,000 

175,000 

22. 

Cecil  M.  Webb 

57,000 

5,000 

23. 

J.  W.  Corbett 

97,000 

24. 

Lee 

85,000 

25. 

Hendry 

27,000 

26. 

Collier 

300,000 

50,000 

27. 

Everglades 

720,000 

28.      Woodruff 


6,000 


TOTALS 
Grand  Total 


3,002,000 
3,743,250 


1,000 
741,250 


Ownership 

County 

U.  S.  Air  Force 

Santa  Rosa,  Okaloosa, 

Walton 

Florida  Forest  Service 

Santa  Rosa,  Okaloosa 

Private 

Gulf,  Bay,  Calhoun 

U.  S.  Forest  Service 

Liberty 

U.  S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service 

Wakulla 

Private 

Wakulla,  Jefferson,  Taylor 

Private 

Dixie,  Lafayette 

U.  S.  Forest  Service 

Columbia,  Baker 

Private 

Union,  Baker,  Columb 

a 

Florida  Park  Service 

Nassau 

Private 

Levy 

U.  S.  Forest  Service 

Marion,  Putnam 

Private 

Volusia 

Private 

Sumter,  Citrus 

Private 

Volusia 

U.  S.  Soil  Conservation  Service 

Hernando 

U.  S.  Soil  Conservation  Service 

Hernando,  Pasco,  Sumter 

Private 

Osceola 

U.  S.  Air  Force 

Polk,  Highlands 

Private 

Okeechobee 

Private 

Glades 

Game  &  Fresh  Water  Fish  Comm. 

Charlotte 

Game  &  Fresh  Water  Fish  Comm. 

Palm  Beach 

Private 

Lee 

Private 

Hendry 

Private 

Collier 

Central  &  Southern  Florida 

Palm  Beach,  Broward, 

Dade 

Flood  Control  District 

U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers 

Jackson 
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FISHEATING  CREEK 
WILDLIFE  MANAGEME 

AREA 


-      BOUNDARY    OF    AREA 


CHECKING    STATION 


T 


ACCESS    ROADS 


MAIN    ROADS 


RAILROAD     IACD 


FISHEATING    CkEEK 
WILDLIFE    MANAGEMENT    AREA 


The  100,000  acre  Fisheating  Creek  Management 
Area  is  located  west  of  U.S.  Highway  27  in  Glades 
County.  It  is  north  of  LaBelle  and  east  of  Palmdale. 
In  1952,  the  Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Commission 
entered  into  an  agreement  for  the  management  of 
this  area  with  the  principal  landowners,  Lykes  Bros. 
Inc.  and  the  Bee  Branch  Cattle  Company.  The  Com- 
mission's lease  was  renewed,  in  1955,  for  a  two  year 
period. 

The  outstanding  landmark  of  the  area  is  the  Fish- 
eating  Creek  Swamp  which,  along  with  Bee  &  Jack's 
Banch,  comprises  the  chief  turkey  hunting  section 
within  the  management  area.  Hammocks,  sloughs, 
ponds,  palmetto  flatwoods,  and  bay  heads  make  up 
the  balance  of  the  wildlife  habitat. 

Although  there  is  a  variety  of  wildlife,  turkey  and 
quail  are  the  principal  game  species  hunted  here. 
The  deer  population  is  comparatively  low  and  for  this 
reason  no  deer  hunting  is  allowed. 

Scenic  beauty  and  excellent  fishing  combine  to 
make  the  Fisheating  Creek  Area  a  year  around  favo- 
rite with  campers  and  fishermen. 

Each  year  from  20  to  25  turkeys,  live-trapped  from 
the  breeding  ground  in  eastern  Glades  County,  have 
been  released  on  the  management  area.  The  birds 
are  banded  in  an  effort  to  obtain  information  on  sur- 
vival and  movements.  Releases  are  made  after  the 
close  of  the  area's  hunting  season.  A  majority  of  the 
banded  birds  that  have  been  taken  by  hunters  during 
subsequent  seasons  have  been  killed  near  the  original 
release  site,  several  as  much  as  three  years  after 
banding.  This  fact  indicates  that  numbers  of  the 
transplanted  birds  survive  successive  hunting  sea- 
sons and  gives  rise  to  the  conjec- 
ture that  legal  hunting  may  not  be 
an  important  factor  in  determining 
the  population  during  successive 
seasons. 

From  the  data  thus  far  assembled, 
it  seems  likely  that  illegal  hunting 
and  inclement  weather  during  the 
nesting  season  are  the  two  foremost 
factors  limiting  the  turkey  popula- 
tion in  this  area. 

During  the  spring  nesting  seasons 
of  1953  and  1954  the  occurrence  of 
successive  heavy  rains  had  an  ad- 
verse effect  on  both  turkey  and 
quail  production.  Weather  during 
the  1955  nesting  period  was  more 
favorable  to  turkey  with  resultant 
higher  nesting  success,  a  factor 
which  should  reflect  favorably  upon 
the  1955  kill. 

Camping  is  permitted  on  the  area 
at  all  times  and  hunters  may  choose 
their  camp  sites.  Dogs  and  guns  are 
prohibited  except  during  hunting 
season.  On  the  Fisheating  Creek 
Management  Area  shotguns  only 
are  permitted  for  hunting  purposes. 


For  exact  location  of  all  Wildlife  Management  Areas, 
map  and  chart  on  page  5. 


check 


GAME  KILL  ON  FISHEATING  CREEK  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


Turkey 

Quai 

1952 

296 

5061 

1953 

240 

3046 

1954 

229 

3475 

Squirrel 

588 
941 


Dove 

199 
102 


Duck 

127 
154 


Snipe 


25 


Evaluation  of  turkey  feeders  such  as  the  one  shown  in  the  photo  above  is  one  of  the  projects 
being  conducted  on  many  of  the  Commission's  wildlife  management  areas. 


EGLIN  WILDLIFE 

MANAGEMENT   AREA 


The  Eglin  Air  Force  Base  Reser- 
vation consists  of  461,117  acres, 
390,000  of  which  are  opened  to  hunt- 
ing. The  area  is  located  in  Santa 
Rosa,  Okaloosa,  and  Walton  Coun- 
ties and  lies  between  Choctawhat- 
chee  Bay  and  U.S.  Highway  90. 

Approximately  75  percent  of  the 
area's  wildlife  habitat  is  composed 
of  longleaf  pine  and  scrub  oak  forest. 
Swamp  vegetation  is  dominated  by 
titi  and  pine  with  some  sections  of 
black  gum,  cypress,  bay,  and  maple. 
Most  of  the  swamps  are  fringed  by 
a  narrow  band  of  hammock  com- 
posed mostly  of  live  oaks,  laurel 
oaks,  hickories,  and  magnolias. 
These  hammocks  are  comparatively 
open  and  support  a  good  supply  of 
deer  browse  plants,  including  an 
abundance  of  winter  food  in  the 
form  of  acorns  and  palmetto  berries. 

Deer  are  the  most  sought  of  the 
game  species  on  the  Eglin  area, 
however  gray  (cat)  squirrels,  fox 
squirrels,  turkeys,  quail,  wood 
ducks,  and  feral  hogs  are  also  hunt- 
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For  exact  location  of  all  Management  Areas,  check  map  and  chart  on  Page  5. 


ed.    Protected  animals  include  bears, 
beavers,  and  alligators. 


Deer  are  the  most  sought  of  the  game  species  on  the  Eglin  Wildlife  Management  Area. 


Several  research  programs  are  in 
progress  on  Eglin  Field.  The  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  is  studying  the 
results  of  quail  food  plantings  in 
the  pine  uplands.  The  Game  and 
Fresh  Water  Fish  Commission  is 
carrying  on  studies  concerning  the 
deer  herd  of  the  Eglin  Field  area. 
All  research  programs  are  conduct- 
ed with  the  cooperation  of  the  U.S. 
Air  Force. 

Each  year  the  Air  Force  plants 
more  than  200  acres  of  food  for 
wildlife.  The  plantings  include 
oats,  rye,  and  wheat  for  turkeys  and 
deer;  chufas  and  peas  for  turkeys; 
and  partridge  peas,  hairy  indigo, 
and  lespedeza  for  quail. 

The  Air  Force  Roads  and  Grounds 
Division  of  the  Installation  Group 
maintains  all  roads  and  bridges  on 
the  area.  There  are  more  than 
500  miles  of  maintained  roads  and 
considerably  more  which  are  pass- 
able when  weather  conditions  are 
favorable. 

Permits  are  available  from  Air 
Force  Forestry  Section  towers  and 
guard  stations,  Eglin  pass  department, 


and  county  judges  offices  in  Escam- 
bia, Santa  Rosa,  Okaloosa,  Walton, 
and  Bay  Counties.  Copies  of  hunt 
regulations  are  available  from  the 
permit  issuing  agency  at  the  time 
the  permit  is  obtained.  The  permit 
is  priced  at  $2.00  except  to  hunters 
over  65  or  under  15  years  of  age 
to  whom  the  permit  is  issued  with- 
out   charge. 

During    the    past    two    years,    a 
special  archery  hunt  has  been  con- 


ducted at  Eglin.  The  bow  and  ar- 
row men  are  required  to  purchase 
a  $5.00  archery  permit  which  is  on 
sale  only  at  the  Forestry  Section 
office  at  Jackson  Guard  Station. 

The  area  is  open  to  fishermen  and 
many  take  advantage  of  the  angling 
possibilities  on  such  streams  as 
Alaqua,  Rocky,  Turkey,  and  Boiling 
Creeks  as  well  as  on  East  River, 
and  the  many  ponds  in  the  vicinity. 
Fishing   permits    are   on   sale   at   all 


towers  and  guard  stations  for  $1.00 
each. 

The  recorded  deer  kill  on  the  Eg- 
lin Area  during  the  past  four  seasons 
was  as  follows: 

1951  481 

1952  531 

1953  560 
(plus  3  killed  during  archery  hunt) 

1954  491 
(plus  1  killed  during  archery  hunt) 


RICHLOAM  WILDLIFE 

MANAGEMENT  AREA 


The  Richloam  Wildlife  Management  Area  in  Sum- 
ter, Pasco,  and  Hernando  Counties  is  comprised 
of  63,000  acres  of  low  flat  pine  lands,  cypress  heads, 
and  scattered  hardwood  hammocks.  The  area  contains 
numerous  grassy  lakes  and  stretches  of  both  the  Big 
and  Little  Withlacoochee  Rivers.  Ownership  of  the 
land  is  vested  in  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service.  In 
1952,  the  Game  Management  Division  of  the  Game 
and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Commission  negotiated  a  ten 
year  lease  on  the  Richloam,  thus  bringing  this  sizeable 
acreage  under  the  Commission's  Wildlife  Management 
Area  program. 

Particularly  good  for  squirrel  hunting,  the  Rich- 
loam area  also  supports  good  populations  of  deer, 
turkey,  quail,  dove,  and  waterfowl.  The  area  was 
opened  to  public  hunting  for  the  first  time  during  the 
1954-55   season. 

The  Game  Management  Division  is  seeking  to  bring 
about  an  increase  in  game  populations  in  this  area  by 
habitat  improvement  and  restocking.  In  cooperation 
with  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  a  program  of  controlled 
burning  is  being  conducted.  Scientific  agronometric 
practices  are  used  to  grow  plots  of  grasses,  legumes, 
and  other  plants  useful  as  game 
food.  In  addition,  eight  turkey 
feeders  are  being  maintained  on  the 
Richloam   at  present. 

In  1951,  12  deer  and  fifty  wild 
turkeys  were  released  on  the  area. 
Smaller  releases  of  turkey  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time. 

The  following  table  indicates  the 
game  kill  for  the  1954  season,  the 
first  year  the  Richloam  Area  was 
opened  as  a  public  hunting  ground. 


For  exact  location  of  all  Management  Areas, 
check  map  and  chart  on  page  5. 


Year 
1954 


Turkey 
Deer  Gobblers  Hens        Quail 
17  19  19  373 


Squirrel 
Gray         Fox       Dove      Duck 
2525  83  2  55 


Camping,  fishing,  and  other  rec- 
reational uses  are  allowed  through- 
out the  year.  A  graded  sand  road 
enters  the  area.  A  roadside  park  is 
located  one  and  one-half  miles  east 


of  Lacoochee,  on  the  Withlacoochee 
River.  During  the  hunting  season, 
camping  is  permitted  only  within 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  main  road. 


E  ST.  MARKS 


WILDLIFE   MANAGEMENT   AREA 


The  St.  Marks  Wildlife  Management  Area  is  lo- 
cated in  Wakulla  County,  twenty-six  miles  south 
of  Tallahassee.  It  extends  eastward  from  the  Shell 
Point  Road  and  partially  encompasses  Goose  Creek 
Bay. 

This  area,  composed  of  less  than  3,000  acres,  has 
the  distinction  of  being  both  the  smallest  of  the  Com- 
mission's public  hunting  areas  and  the  only  one  de- 
voted entirely  to  waterfowl.  The  hunt  area  is  part  of 
the  67,000  acre  St.  Marks  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
the  control  of  which  is  vested  in  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service.  The  land  was  first  opened  to  hunt- 
ing in  1953,  and  hunt  operations  are  handled  by  the 
Game  Management  Division. 

Vegetation  is  principally  the  salt  marsh  type  with 
scattered  pine  islands  and  palmetto  ridges. 

Four  food  plots  totaling  eighty  acres  are  now  being 
maintained.  A  cover  crop  of  Southern  Sesbania  is 
planted  each  spring.  This  is  disced  under  in  early  fall 
and  common  rye  grass  planted  for  goose  browse. 

The  entire  area,  except  for  the  food  plots  and  the 
pine  islands,  is  burned  biennially.  The  burning  serves 
a  twofold  purpose;  to  provide  fresh  growth  for  goose 
browse  and  to  aid  in  the  recovery  of  downed  birds 
by  reducing  the  dense  growth  of  vegetation. 

For  the  convenience  of  hunters,  a  foot  bridge  has 
been  constructed  across  Mensler  Creek  and  sixty 
blinds  have  been  constructed. 

Two  checking  stations  are  in  operation  during  the 
season.  The  following  kill  was  recorded  at  the  check- 
ing stations  during  the  past  two  seasons; 

Season   No.  of  Hunters   No.  of  Geese   No.  of  Ducks   No 

1953-54  488  416  52 

1954-55  705  332  0* 

*  Duck  shooting  was  not  allowed  during  the  1954-55  season. 

The  decrease  in  kill  during  the  1954-55  season  is 
attributed  to  several  factors,  one  of  the  foremost  of 
which  was  the  predominance  of  "bluebird"  weather 
during  most  of  the  season.  Other  contributing  factors 
include  the  fact  that  fewer  geese  were  using  the  area 
during  the  first  part  of  the  season 
and  the  more  restrictive  hunt  regu- 
lations. 

Duck  shooting  was  not  allowed 
during  the  1954-55  season  because 
it  was  felt  that  duck  shooting  would 
interfere  with  goose  hunting,  the 
primary  objective  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  St.  Marks  Management 
Area.  Current  regulations  allow  for 
the  taking  of  ducks,  however,  hunt- 
ers must  leave  the  area  as  soon  as 
they  have  taken  their  limit  of  geese, 
regardless  of  whether  or  not  they 
have  their  limit  of  ducks. 

No  more  than  50  permits  are 
issued   for   each   shooting   day.    For      their  permit  is  issued. 
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and  chart  on  page  5. 


days  where  the  number  of  applica- 
tions exceeds  the  number  of  permits 
which  are  allowed,  a  drawing  will  be 
held  to  determine  which  applica- 
tions will  be  accepted. 

Permits  are  issued  for  a  specific 
compartment  within  the  hunt  area 
and  hunters  will  be  allowed  to  hunt 
only  on  the  compartment  for  which 
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A  clutch  of  Florida  Duck  eggs.    The  Florida 

duck  is  a  species  found  only  in  the  Sunshine 

State. 


THE  FARMTON 
Wildlife  Management  Area 


The  Farmton  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Area  is  located  in  Volu- 
sia County,  13  miles  south  of  Day- 
tona  Beach  and  west  of  U.S.  High- 
way 1  between  the  towns  of  Oak 
Hill  and  Enterprise. 

Of  the  50,000  acres  included  with- 
in the  boundaries  of  the  Farmton 
Area,  approximately  44,000  are  open 
to  public  hunting.  The  area  was  es- 
tablished in  1950  when  an  agree- 
ment was  negotiated  by  the  Game 
and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Commission's 
Game  Management  Division  with  a 
local  cattleman  who  has  the  land 
leased,  for  livestock  raising,  from 
the    Miami    Corporation. 

Pine-palmetto  flatwoods  is  the 
principal  habitat  type  on  the  Farm- 
ton  Area  and  occupies  59  percent 
of  the  total  acreage.  Softwood 
swamp  occupies  a  little  over  35  per- 
cent, with  the  balance  being  dis- 
tributed among  prairie,  scrub  oak, 
and  hardwood  -  cabbage  palmetto 
hammock. 

Six  food  plots  totaling  10  acres 
have  been  developed  on  the  area  by 
the  Game  Management  Division. 
Local  sportsmen  and  Miami  Cor- 
poration personnel  have  given  gen- 
erously of  their  time  and  equipment 
in  helping  to  establish  these  food 
plots. 

Other  activities  conducted  by  the 
Commission  include  game  inven- 
to:ies,  fencing  of  food  plots,  opera- 
tion of  checking  stations,  posting  the 
area  boundaries,  law  enforcement, 
and    restocking. 

The  following  table  shows  the 
Farmton  Area  game  kill  during  the 
past  four  seasons. 
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key 

Squirrel 

Year 

Deer 

G, 

obblers  Hens 

Quail 

Cat         Fox 

1951 

23 

25 

1952 

37 

43 

42 

128 

645 

1953 

41 

21 

22 

1233 

108     13 

1954 

60 

27 

35 

212 

613     37 

Sninc 


13 


29 


The  Farmton  area  is  closed  to 
fishing  and  camping,  except  on  per- 
mission of  the  land  owner.  Camping 
is  restricted  to  designated  sites. 

Hunters  must  check  in  and  out  at 
designated    checking    stations. 


THE  STEINHATCHEE 
Wildlife  Management  Area 


The  Steinhatchee  Wildlife  Management  Area  con- 
sists of  245,000  acres  located  in  Lafayette,  Dixie, 
and  Taylor  Counties.  Roughly,  it  is  within  the  area 
bounded  on  the  northeast  by  Branford,  on  the  south- 
east by  Old  Town,  on  the  south  by  Cross  City,  on  the 
west  by  the  Steinhatchee  River,  and  on  the  north 
by  the  town  of  Mayo. 

Established  as  a  wildlife  management  area  by  the 
Game  Management  Division  of  the  Game  and  Fresh 
Water  Fish  Commission  in  1950,  it  was  opened  to  hunt- 
ing the  same  year.  The  Commission  has  negotiated 
leases  with  the  four  land-owning  companies  concerned, 
that  is,  the  Buckeye  Cellulose  Company,  Consolidated 
Naval  Stores,  Hudson  Pulp  and  Paper  Company,  and 
St.  Regis  Paper  Company. 

The  area  is  predominantly  low  pine  flatwoods  with 
some  rolling  sandy  pine  land,  scattered  cypress  ponds, 
small  hardwood  hammocks,  and  a  20,000  acre  section 
of  titi  "sog"  located  in  the  northeastern  portion. 

The  Steinhatchee  is  primarily  deer  and  turkey 
range,  however  it  affords  good  squirrel  and  duck 
hunting  and  fair  quail  hunting. 

Game  management  work  on  the  area  includes  tur- 
key feeder  studies,  cat  squirrel  investigation,  dove 
banding,  deer  and  turkey  census  and  observation, 
and  law  enforcement.  Because  of  an  abundance  of 
natural  game  food,  food  plots  are  not  considered 
vital  to  Steinhatchee  wildlife  production,  although 
36  V4  acres  have  been  planted  to  carpet  grass  to  sup- 
plement food  supplies  for  deer  and  turkey.  Plantings 
of  watershield  have  been  made  for  waterfowl.  Con- 
trolled burning  in  certain  sections  has  served  to  de- 
crease the  fire  hazard  and  improved  conditions  for 
both  deer  and  turkey.  Road  building,  fire  line  plowing, 
and  construction  and  maintenance  of  bridges  is  done 
by  company  personnel  and  by  the  Florida  Forest  Ser- 
vice. 

By  far  the  greatest  number  of  hunters  using  this 
area  are  interested  primarily  in  deer.  In  the  past,  most 
of  the  turkeys  killed  were  taken  incidental  to  deer 
hunting  activities. 

Squirrel  hunting  has  always  been  important  on  the 
Steinhatchee  Area  and  for  the  past  three  seasons, 
squirrel  hunting  has  been  exceptionally  good.  Duck 
hunting  has  improved  each  year  and  with  the  present 
plans  for  improving  waterfowl  habitat,  a  higher  kill 
of  ducks  can  be  anticipated  in  the  future.  Seven  check- 
ing stations  are  located  on  access  roads. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Steinhatchee  Area 
game  kill  during  the  past  four  seasons. 


There  are  numerous  good  fishing  lakes  and  ponds 
on  the  Steinhatchee  Area  and  certain  gates  are  left 
open  to  accommodate  anglers.  Guns  and  dogs  are  not 
allowed  on  the  area  except  during  the  hunting  season. 
Twenty-four   campsites   are    available   for   public   use. 
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Squirrel 

Year 

Deer 

Turkey  Quail 

Cat 

Fox 

Dove  Duck 

1951-52 

38 

12 

1952-53 

77 

21           76 

1499 

1 

2           82 

1953-54 

81 

13           41 

2676 

9 

5           83 

1954-55 

115 

6           26 

2450 

1 

355 

Snipe 


For  exact  location  of  all  Wildlife 

Management    Areas,    check    map 
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E  GULF  HAMMOC 


WILDLIFE   MANAGEMENT   AREA 


The  Gulf  Hammock  Wildlife  Management  Area 
consists  of  120,000  acres  of  game  lands  located  in 
western  Levy  County.  The  area  is  bordered  on  the 
northwest  by  Highway  24  between  Otter  Creek  and 
Cedar  Key,  on  the  northeast  and  east  by  Highway 
19  between  Otter  Creek  and  Inglis,  on  the  south  by 
Highway  40  between  Inglis  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  on  the  southwest  and  west  by  the  Gulf. 

Most  of  the  area  is  covered  with  a  dense  stand  of 
second  growth  hardwood.  Of  the  total  acreage  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  Gulf  Hammock,  100,000  acres 
are  open  to  hunting  with  the  remainder  closed  as  a 
game  refuge. 

The  most  effective  turkey  management  procedure 
on  the  Gulf  Hammock  has  been  the  establishment  of 
clearings  in  the  extremely  thick  second  growth.  Game 
Management  Division  personnel  maintain  approxi- 
mately sixty  miles  of  fence  that  border  the  area  and 
carry  on  other  maintenance  duties  such  as  keeping 
roads  cleared  of  fallen  timber,  posting  the  boundaries, 
and  keeping  the  clearings  open  and  in  grass  for  the 
benefit  of  wildlife. 

During  the  hunting  season,  game  management  per- 
sonnel collect  biological  materials  for  examination. 
Turkey  crops  and  deer  stomachs  are  collected  for 
food  habits  studies.  Deer  jaws  and  turkey  wings  are  ex- 
amined in  order  to  determine  the  age  composition  of 
the  deer  and  turkey  populations  on  the  area. 

Gulf  Hammock  has  nine  entrances  to  the  hunting 
area.  Checking  stations  are  located  at  each  of  these 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  all  hunters  entering  and 
leaving. 

The  principal  game  species  hunted  on  the  Gulf 
Hammock  area  are  deer,  turkey,  squirrel,  and  water- 
fowl. The  following  table  shows  the  deer-turkey  kill 
on  the  area  since  the  first  controlled  hunt. 
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SEASON 

DEER 

TURKEY* 

1949 

13 

42 

1950 

30 

18 

1951 

35 

65 

1952 

64 

115 

1953 

43 

•    34 

1954 

120 

52 

*  Gobblers 

only 
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There  are  seven  public  camp  sites 
located  on  the  area  and  camping  is 
restricted  to  these.  Indiscriminate 
camping  is  prohibited  because  of 
the  fire  hazard.  Drinking  water  is 
available  at  all  camp  sites. 

The  topography  of  the  area  is  low 
and  the  resultant  drainage  poor, 
therefore  vehicular  travel  is  diffi- 
cult, especially  during  periods  of 
wet  weather.  At  the  present  time, 
steps   are   being   tak^n   to   improve 


For  exact   location   of   all   Wildlife 

Management     Areas,     check     map 

and  chart  on  page  5. 


the  condition  of  the  roads  with  the 
purpose  of  providing  better  access 
to  the  camp  sites  and  hunting  areas. 
Efforts  are  being  devoted  to  im- 
provement of  Gulf  Hammock's  24,- 
000  acre  marsh  to  provide  better 
waterfowl  habitat  within  the  area. 
Although  many  waterfowl  use  this 
marsh  every  year,  marsh  improve- 
ment activities,  including  the  estab- 
lishment of  waterfowl  food  plants, 
should  make  Gulf  Hammock  one  of 
the  better  waterfowl  areas  on  Cen- 
tral Florida's  Gulf  Coast. 


Highly   prized    by    Florida    hunters,   the   wild 

turkey   is   responding    well   to   modern    game 

management  techniques. 


APALACHICOLA   WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT   AREA 


The  100,000  acre  Apalachicola  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Area  is  located  within  the  Apalachicola 
National  Forest  in  Liberty  County.  It  lies  south  of 
Florida  Highway  20,  between  the  Ochlockonee  and 
Apalachicola  Rivers. 

The  vegetation  type  on  this  management  area  is 
predominantly  pine  flatwoods  and  titi  swamp  with 
some  scrub  oak-longleaf  pine  ridge  country  toward 
the  western  boundary.  Most  of  the  area  is  drained 
by  the  New  River  system,  through  Tate's  Hell  swamp, 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  All  the  streams  are  slow 
moving,  black  water  runs  with  mud  bottoms. 

At  the  present  time,  game  is  not  abundant  on  the 
Apalachicola  Area.  Deer  are  the  most  sought  after 
species  occurring  in  this  vicinity,  although  there  is 
some  interest  in  both  fox  and  gray  squirrels.  Several 
of  the  small  ponds  and  portions  of  New  River  offer  a 
limited  amount  of  duck  shooting.  There  is  also  a 
limited  amount  of  turkey  and  quail  hunting. 

The  main  research  projects  being  conducted  on  the 
Apalachicola  at  the  present  time  include  a  vegeta- 
tional  composition  survey  and  seasonal  deer  popula- 
tion counts. 

All  roads,  bridges,  and  fire  lines  are  maintained  by 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service.  Controlled  burning  of  the 
flatwoods  on  a  three  or  four  year  rotational  basis  pro- 
vides an  abundance  of  deer  browse  in  the  form  of 
young  shoots  which  push  through  in  the  wake  of  the 
fire.  With  the  present  low  in  deer  population,  the 
production  of  browse  far  exceeds  that  utilized  by 
the  animals. 

Bears   are  comparatively   common   and   the   annual 
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bear  hunt  during  October  has  become  extremely 
popular  since  the  first  one  was  held  in  1951.  Each 
party  is  limited  to  a  maximum  of  17  hunters.  Appli- 
cation for  party  permits  must  be  made  in  advance,  to 
the  Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Commission.  The 
special  bear  hunt  permit  costs  $50.00  per  party  for 
each  hunt  of  3  consecutive  days. 

Most  of  the  deer  hunting  on  the  Apalachicola  is 
conducted  with  dogs.  The  regular  $5.00  management 
area  permit  is  required,  in  addition  to  the  hunting 
license.  Hunters  must  check  out  of  the  area  each 
day.  Three  checking  stations  are  maintained  and  are 
open  from  dawn  until  all  hunters  have  checked  out. 

Camping  is  not  permitted  on  the  management  area 
during  the  hunting  season,  although  many  hunte  s 
camp  elsewhere  within  the  forest. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  deer  and  bear  kill 
on  the  Apalachicola  Wildlife  Management  Area  dur- 
ing the  past  four  years; 


Bears    are    comparatively    common    in    the    Apalachicola    Wildlife 

Management  Area  and  the  annual   bear  hunt  during  October  has 

become  extremely  popular  since  the  first  was  held   in    1951. 


Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


Deer 
4 
12 
9 

8 


Bear 
3 
9 
6 
1 


THE  J.  W.  CORBETT 
Wildlife  Management  Area 


In  1947,  the  Game  and  Fresh 
Water  Fish  Commission  pur- 
chased 50,000  acres  of  land  in  north 
Palm  Beach  County,  15  miles  west 
of  Jupiter  and  6  miles  south  of  In- 
diantown.  In  July  1951,  the  Game 
Management  Division  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  Indian  Trail 
Ranch  Inc.,  bringing  an  additional 
45,000  acres  into  the  management 
area. 

The  terrain  of  the  Corbett  Area  is 
low  and  flat  with  numerous  saw- 
grass  sloughs  and  cabbage  palm 
hammocks.  The  flatwoods  are  pre- 
dominantly cut-over  Caribbean  pine 
and  saw  palmetto.  Drainage  on  the 
area  is  poor  and  following  periods 
of  heavy  rainfall  much  of  the  land 
is  submerged. 

Deer  and  quail  are  the  principal 
game  species  hunted  on  the  Corbett 
area.  Squirrels,  waterfowl,  and  feral 
hogs  are  hunted  to  a  lesser  degree. 
The  turkey  population  is  still  low 
and  no  hunting  of  this  popular  bird 
has  been  allowed  to  date. 

Research  activities  on  the  area 
are  directed  toward  management 
and  habitat  studies.  A  large  slough 
area  is  being  diked  and  planted  with 
the  expectation  of  improving  water- 
fowl habitat.  Carpet  grass  and  bahia 
plots  are  located  throughout  the 
area.  Artificial  feeders  are  maintain- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  providing  sup- 
plementary food  for  turkeys  during 
periods  of  natural  food  scarcity. 
Portions  of  the  Commission  owned 
lands  are  subjected  to  controlled 
burning  each  year,  reducing  the  fire 
hazard  and  providing  more  succu- 
lent vegetational  growth  and  better 
seed  production  for  wildlife. 

The  Commission  is  in  the  process 
of  constructing  an  access  road  which 
will  provide  easy  travel  through  the 
area  regardless  of  weather  condi- 
tions and  water  levels.  The  Corbett 
area  is  bounded  by  a  perimeter 
fence,  the  gates  of  which  are  kept 
locked  at  all  times  except  during 
the  hunting  season. 

The  following  table  shows  the 
game  kill  recorded  for  the  Corbett 
area  during  the  past  three  seasons. 
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Year 

Deer 

Quail 

Squirrel 

Dove 

Duck 

1952 

8 

1156 

9 

4 

4 

1953 

39 

380 

10 

2 

4 

1954 

42 

306 

,    . 

37 

34 

Within  the  next  year  the  Central 
and  Southern  Flood  Control  Dis- 
trict, in  cooperation  with  the  Corps 
of  Engineers,  plans  to  construct  a 
large  canal  from  two  miles  inside  the 
east  boundary  of  the  Corbett  area 
to  the  South  Fork  of  the  Loxahat- 
chee  River.  Another  drainage  canal 
is  under  construction  at  the  present 
time.  The  drainage  system  thus  pro- 
vided should  alleviate  the  periodic 
floods  now  experienced  and  improve 
hunting  conditions  on  the  area. 


HOLOPAW  AND  OKEECHOBEE 

WILDLIFE   MANAGEMENT   AREAS 
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The  Holopaw  Wildlife  Management  Area  was  ac- 
quired by  the  Game  Management  Division  in 
1955  under  a  five  year  lease  with  Consolidated  Naval 
Stores.  It  consists  of  23,000  acres  but  it  is  hoped  that 
the  size  can  be  increased.  This  is  good  deer  and  turkey 
range  consisting  of  cypress  swamps,  hammocks,  and 
flatwoods.  The  area  is  southwest  of  Holopaw,  about 
10  miles  south  of  St.  Cloud  in  Osceola  County.  It  will 
be  particularly  important  to  the  people  of  the  vicini- 
ty since  it  is  the  only  management  area  in  that  part 
of  Florida. 

The   Holopaw  Area   will  be   open   to  hunting  this 
season. 


The  Okeechobee  Wildlife  Management  Area  is 
located  10  miles  north  of  Bassinger  In  Okee- 
chobee County.  The  land  is  owned  by  Okeechobee 
Incorporated. 

This  Wildlife  Management  Area  consists  of  13,000 
acres  of  flat  woods,  with  some  sloughs  and  hammock 
habitat. 

There  are  huntable  populations  of  deer  and  turkeys 
in  this  area.  Potentially  the  Okeechobee  Area  is  an 
important  quail  hunting  section.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
Commission  will  eventually  acquire  additional  lands 
to  increase  the  size  of  the  Okeechobee  unit. 

The  area  will  be  open  to  hunting  this  year. 


EVERGLADES  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


The  Everglades  Management  Area  covers  approxi- 
mately 720,000  acres  in  Palm  Beach,  Broward, 
and  Dade  Counties.  It  extends  some  fifty  miles  in  a 
north-south  direction  and  averages  nearly  twenty- 
five  miles  in  width.  The  area  was  added  to  the  Game 
Management  Division's  management  area  program 
upon  completion  of  a  lease  agreement  with  the  Central 
and  Southern  Florida  Flood  Control  District,  another 
state  agency.  The  lease  extends  over  a  25  year  period 
with  three  automatic  15  year  renewals.  A  majority  of 
the  acreage  is  state-owned  land  with  the  remainder 
obtained  from  private  landowners  by  reason  of  ex- 
clusive surface  easements. 

The  Everglades  is  a  vast  expanse  of  sawgrass  and 
water,  dotted  with  numerous  low  ridges  or  "tree 
islands."  The  continuous  growth  and  decay  of  the 
sawgrass  and  other  vegetation  over  long  periods  of 
geologic  time  resulted  in  the  deposit  of  peaty  muck 
which  now  composes  the  soil  of  the  region.  Surface  ele- 
vations range  from  13  feet  above  mean  sea  level  on 
the  north  and  of  the  management  area  to  six  feet  on 
the  south  end.  Due  to  an  extremely  heavy  rainy 
period  during  the  summer  months  and  a  pronounced 
dry  period  during  the  winter,  the  area  is  alternately 
flooded  and  parched. 

Wildlife  found  on  the  area  includes  deer,  alligators, 
frogs,  coons,  otters,  and  waterfowl.  The  deer  herd  is 
a  fairly  large  one,  alligators  are  numerous,  and  frogs 
are  common  enough  to  form  the  ba- 
sis of  a  million  dollar  a  year  busi- 
ness. Waterfowl  hunting  is  the  prime 
attraction  for  the  nimrod.  An  esti- 
mated 10,000  ducks,  primarily  ring- 
necks,  were  present  on  the  area 
during  the  1954-55  winter  concen- 
tration period.  Fresh  water  fishing 
is  excellent  throughout  the  'glades. 

A  major  research  project  —  The 
Everglades  Impoundment  Investiga- 
tion —  was  initiated  by  the  Game 
Management  Division  in  February 
1953.  The  purpose  of  this  continuing 
investigation  is  to  inventory  the 
wildlife  resources,  correlate  water 
levels  with  plant  succession  in  an 
effort  to  predict  future  trends,  to 
recommend  to  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers optimum  stages  for  pool  op- 
eration, and  to  draw  up  a  basic  plan 
for  fish  and  wildlife  management. 

A  rotary  marsh  land  digger  was 
purchased  and  put  in  operation  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1955.  This  ma- 
chine cuts  a  four-foot  swath  through 
the  sawgrass.  Boat  trails  cut  by  the 
digger  will  greatly  facilitate  the  use 
of  the  area  by  sportsmen. 

No  managed  hunts  have  been  con- 
ducted in  this  section  of  the  Ever- 
glades. The  public  is  permitted  to 
use  the  area  at  all  times,  the  only 
restriction  is  the  prohibition  of  guns, 
dogs,  and  trapping  devices  during 
the  period  of  closed  seasons  on  hunt- 
ing and  trapping. 
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Under  Florida's  comprehensive  wildlife  man- 
agement program,  the  state's  deer  popula- 
tion   has    shown    a    steady    increase    during 
recent  years. 
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At  the  present  time,  a  few  small 
fish  camps  in  the  vicinity  are  the 
only  facilities  available  to  the  recre- 
ationist.  With  the  proposed  stabili- 
zation of  water  levels,  the  construc- 
tion of  boat  trails,  access  points, 
parking  lots,  boat  launching  ramps, 
picnic  areas,  and  concession  units 
will  make  the  Everglades  Wildlife 
Management  Area  of  increasing  im- 
portance to  recreation-seekers. 


TOMOKA  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


TOMOKA   WILDLIFE   MANAGEMENT   AREA 
VOLUSIA   COUNTY 

MAIN    HIGHWAYS 
GRADED    ROADS 


' WIIIIUIIIIi    ACCESS   ROADS 

#$$$$.;{    NO   HUNTING  — GAME   REFUGE 

MANAGEMENT    AREA    BOUNDARY 


CHECKING    STATION 
(•)         CAMPING   SITE 
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The  tomoka  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Area  is  located  north  of 
Highway  92,  between  DeLand  and 
Daytona  Beach  in  Volusia  County. 
The  50,000  acre  management  area 
was  established  in  1950  with  the 
execution  of  leases  by  the  Game 
Management  Division  with  two  ma- 
jor landowners,  the  Hudson  Pulp 
and  Paper  Company  and  the  To- 
moka Land   Company. 

There  are  two  major  wildlife  hab- 
itat classifications  within  the  To- 
moka area.  The  flatwoods  with  typ- 
ical slash  pine,  saw  palmetto,  gall- 
berry,  and  wire-grass  association 
occupy  47%  of  the  total  acreage. 
Softwood  swamp  with  pond  cypress, 
black  gum,  fetterbush,  wax  myrtle, 
and  greenbriar  makes  up  48%.  The 
balance  of  the  habitat  consists  of 
sand  pine-scrub  oak  ridges,  cabbage 
palmetto-magnolia  hammocks,  and 
a  minor  representation  of  open 
prairie  and  water. 

Deer  and  turkey  are  the  principal 
game  species  hunted  on  the  Tomoka 
Area  but  quail,  cat  squirrels,  and 
fox  squirrels  are  taken  in  some 
numbers.  The  following  table  in- 
dicates the  game  kill  as  compiled 
from  checking  station  records. 


Turkey 

Deer       Gobbler     Hen  Quail 

1951  25              5             ..  6 

1952  29              8              8  8 

1953  22            10              8  44 

1954  14            13            18  54 


Game  management  activities  in 
this  area  include  planting  of  food 
plots,  game  inventories,  food  plot 
fencing,  fire  lane  plowing,  controll- 
ed burning,  operation  of  checking 
stations,  boundary  maintenance, 
posting,  and  operation  and  observa- 
tion of  turkey  feeders. 

Because  of  the  fire  danger,  hunt- 
ers are  allowed  to  camp  only  at  des- 
ignated camp  sites.  The  camping 
places  are  well  shaded  and  located 
near  water. 

The  Tomoka  Management  Area 
it.  open  to  fishing  but  there  are  only 


two  bodies  of  water  of  sufficient 
size  to  offer  much  in  the  way  of 
angling.  Indian  Pond  is  63  acres 
in  size  and  Scroggin  Pond,  46  acres. 
Both  are  underfished  and  overpopu- 
lated. 

Except  during  the  hunting  season, 
most  of  the  gates  along  the  bound- 
ary fence  are  kept  locked,  excluding 
use  by  the  general  public,  except  on 
permission.  The  Indian  Pond  section 
is  the  one  exception  for  this  por- 
tion of  the  area  is  open  to  fishing 
and  other  recreational  uses  at  all 
times. 


Squirrel 
Cat  Fox 

109  7 

46  11 

140  10 


Dove       Duck 


13 


Tomoka  Management  Area  Technician  Dick 
Harlow    checking    the    amount    of    grain    re- 
maining   in    one    of    the    turkey    feeders    he 
maintains. 


THE  LAKE  BUTLER 
Wildlife  Management  Area 
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The  Lake  Butler  Wildlife  Area  consists  of  90,000 
acres  of  game  lands  located  for  the  most  part  in 
Union  County,  with  small  portions  extending  into  both 
Baker  and  Columbia  Counties. 

Established  in  January  1953,  the  area  is  managed 
under  terms  of  the  leases  negotiated  by  the  Game 
Management  Division  with  three  land  owners;  The 
National  Turpentine  &  Pulpwood  Corporation,  South- 
ern Resin  &  Chemical  Company,  and  Mr.  Wra.  Knabb. 

The  pine  flatwoods  type  habitat  makes  up  about 
80%  of  the  total  acreage  with  the  remainder  com- 
posed of  cypress  pond,  hardwood  swamp,  and  oak 
ridge  types.  The  area  is  under  intensive  forest  man- 
agement. A  seven  million  tree  per  year  nursery  on 
the  area  supplies  slash  pine  seedlings  for  planting 
cutover  lands. 

Although  deer,  turkey,  quail,  fox  squirrels,  gray 
squirrels,  doves,  and  bear  a:e  present,  game  popula- 
tions have  not  yet  reached  the  point  where  hunting 
is  permitted.  With  the  continuance  of  the  upward 
trend  in  wildlife  populations  it  is  comtemplated  that 
hunting  will  be  allowed  on  the  Lake  Butler  Area  in 
the  not  too  distant  future. 

In  1953,  15  turkeys  were  released  on  the  area,  fol- 
lowed by  a  release  of  43  in  1954.  From  this  nucleus,  a 
sizeable  turkey  population  is  being  built  up.  Five 
turkey  feeders  have  been  put  in  operation.  Over  fifty 


acres  have  been  put  in  turkey  food  crops   including 
chufas,  iron-clay  peas,  and  Pensacola  bahia. 

There  are  three  lakes  on  the  management  area. 
These  range  in  size  from  450  acres  to  1200  acres.  These 
lakes  are  open  to  the  public,  although  no  camping 
is  permitted  and  no  special  facilities  are  provided. 


For  exact  locations  of  all  Wildlife  Management  Areas, 
check  map  and  chart  on  page  5. 


WATERFOWL   HUNTERS 

Make  certain  you  have  a  1955-56  Federal 
migratory  waterfowl  hunting  stamp  before 
hunting  waterfowl.  Available  from  your  local 
post  office  at  a  cost  of  $2.00,  the  stamp  is 
required  of  all  waterfowl  hunters  16  years  of 
age   or  older. 

Your  name  must  be  signed  in  ink  across 
the  face  of  the  stamp  before  you  hunt. 


GASKIN  and  C.  M.  WEBB 

Wildlife  Management  Areas 

In  1950,  the  105,000  acre  Gaskin  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Area  was  added  to  the  Commission's  public 
hunting  area  program,  mainly  through  the  efforts  of 
Calhoun  County  Judge  Roy  S.  Gaskin,  and  the  Game 
Management  Division. 

The  Gaskin  Area  is  located  in  Calhoun,  Bay,  and 
Gulf  Counties.  The  principal  landowners  are  the  In- 
ternational Paper  Company  and  the  St.  Joe  Paper 
Company.  These  two  companies  own  more  than  95% 
of  the  total  acreage  encompassed  by  the  area's  boun- 
daries. 

The  pine-palmetto  flatwoods  habitat  type  covers  most 
of  the  area,  with  cypress  pond,  pine-turkey  oak,  hard- 
wood hammock,  and  titi  swamp  types  occupying 
smaller  acreages. 

The  principal  game  species  are  deer,  quail,  and 
turkey.  Bear  and  squirrels  are  also  present. 

Most  of  the  management  work  that  has  been  con- 
ducted on  the  Gaskin  Area  to  date  has  been  con- 
cerned with  a  program  of  quail  food  plot  develop- 
ment. More  than  250  quail  food  plots  have  been  es- 
tablished and  these  have  had  exceptional  utilization 
by  quail.  Plans  call  for  an  increase  in  efforts  directed 
toward  both  deer  and  turkey  management  in  the 
future. 

In  1955,  the  Roy  S.  Gaskin  Area  will  be  opened  to 
hunters  for  the  first  time.  This  initial  hunt  will  run 
from  November  23  through  December  4,  with  hunting 
permitted  every  day. 


The  62,000  acre  C.  M.  Webb  Wildlife  Management 
Area  is  located  southeast  of  Punta  Gorda  in 
Charlotte  County.  Initial  acquisition  of  this  tract  was 
undertaken  in  1941,  thus  it  became  the  first  large 
acreage  purchased  by  the  Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish 
Commission  under  the  Game  Management  Division's 
public   hunting   area   program. 

The  entire  acreage  is  composed  of  cut-over  pine 
flatwoods,  interspersed  with  long  sloughs,  intermittent 
ponds,  and  a  few  small  hammocks. 

Quail  are  by  far  the  most  important  game  birds  on 
the  area  although  both  dove  and  snipe  occur  and  are 
taken  by  hunters.  The  deer  population  has  been  on 
the  increase  but  has  not  yet  reached  a  population  level 
where  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  open  the  season. 

In  1946,  intensive  research  concerning  certain  phases 
of  the  ecology  of  the  bobwhite  quail  was  started.  In 
1948  a  study  of  the  effect  of  the  use  of  artificial  feeding 
was  initiated.  As  a  result  of  this  latter  study,  a 
5,000  acre  experimental  feeding  area  was  established 
in  1950.  Among  the  facts  of  interest  brought  out  by 
the  food  habit  analysis  phase  of  the  study,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  slough  grass,  Scleria  setacea,  is  the  basic 
food  of  Charlotte  County  quail  and 
indications  are  that  to  a  considerable 
extent,  quail  abundance  is  deter- 
mined by  the  abundance  and  avail- 
ability of  this  one  species. 

Development  activities  on  the 
Webb  Management  Area  include 
controlled  burning,  disking,  food 
planting,  and  maintenance  of  roads. 
The  area  has  served  as  a  source  of 
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Season 


No.  of  Quail  Taken 


For  exact  location  of  all  Wildlife 

Management    Areas,    check    map 

and  chart  on  page  5. 


1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53 
1953-54 
1954-55 


2500 
3000 
3300 
2655 
4018 


The  daily  permit  fee  costs  $5.00 


been   leased. 

Controlled     public     hunting     has  and   permits    are   limited   to   4   per 

been  conducted  on  this  area  since  hunter  per  season. 

1950.   The  following  quail  kill  was  In  addition  to  quail  hunting,  the 

birds  for  restocking  and  grazing  has     recorded  during  past  seasons,  area  provides  limited  fishing. 


OCALA  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


In  1938  the  Ocala  Wildlife  Management  Area  was 
established  through  a  cooperative  agreement  be- 
tween the  U.S.  Forest  Service  and  the  Game  and 
Fresh  Water  Fish  Commission.  The  management  area 
is  located  in  Marion,  Putnam,  and  Lake  Counties  and 
lies  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Ocala  National  For- 
est. The  management  area  consists  of  53,080  acres 
which  is  reserved  as  a  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and 
203,580  acres  available  for  public  hunting. 

In  1950,  the  Game  Management  Division  assumed 
supervision  of  the  annual  hunts  which  previously 
had  been  conducted  by  the  Forest  Service.  Although 
a  major  portion  of  the  land  within  the  management 
area  is  controlled  by  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  there 
are  a  large  number  of  private  land  owners  who,  with 
one  exception,  have  title  to  relatively  small  holdings. 
The  Salt  Springs  Corporation  controls  10,000  acres  of 
land  which  is  closed  to  the  general  public. 

Of  the  five  habitat  types  occurring  within  the  Ocala 
Management  area,  the  Sand  Pine,  or  "Scrub",  pre- 
dominates, occupying  68%  of  the  total  acreage.  The 
longleaf  pine-wire  grass  "island"  type  takes  in  about 
12%  of  the  territory  and  hardwood  swamp  about  7%. 
The  balance  is  composed  of  flatwoods,  prairie,  and 
open  water. 

Game  species  on  the  Ocala  include  deer,  bear,  pan- 
ther, fox  squirrel,  gray  squirrel,  turkey,  quail,  dove, 
ducks,  and  snipe.  The  deer  is  the  attraction  which 
brings  most  hunters  to  this  management  area. 

A  comprehensive  study  of  the  deer  herd  is  the  major 
research  project  in  progress  at  the  present  time,  al- 
though varying  amounts  of  time  and  effort  are  de- 
voted to  problems  concerned  with  other  forms  of 
wildlife. 

The  following  table  shows  the  game  kill  for  the 
past  three  hunting  seasons,  as  compiled  from  data 
obtained  by   checking  station  operators. 


OCALA   WILDLIFE    MANAGEMENT   AREA 
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For  exact  location  of  all  Wildlife  Management  Areas,  check 
map  and  chart  on  page  5. 


Deer 

Quail 

Squirn 

il 
Fox 

Duck 

Bear 

Turkey 

Gray 

Dove 

1951 

345 

38 

841 

46 

25 

1 

11 

1952 

501 

370 

2408 

53 

4 

32 

1953 

524 

319 

1519 

66 

38 

29 

5 

1954 

593 

144 

2776 

101 

141 

2 

12 

43 

While  the  Ocala  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Area  is  well-known  for  its 
deer  hunting,  other/recreational  op- 
portunities such  as  fishing,  boating, 
camping,  and  swimming~7  attract 
thousands  of  people  to  the- area  each 
year.  There  are  literally  hundreds 
of  lakes,  ponds,  and  streams  where 
fishing  is  good. 

Camping  is  permitted  on  the 
Ocala  but  only  at  designated  camp 
grounds  or  recreational  areas.  Camp 
ground  facilities  which  are  provided 
and  maintained  by  the  Forest  Ser- 
vice include  shelters,  tables,  v/ater, 
and  rest  rooms. 


Special  archery  hunts  attract  many  bow  and 
arrow  enthusiasts  to  the  Ocala  area  each  fall. 


The     Ocala     Management    Area     is     known 

throughout  the  state  for  the  excellent  deer 

hunting  it  offers. 


COLLIER 

WILDLIFE 

MANAGEMENT 

AREA 


The  350,000  acre  Collier  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  located  in 
Collier  County's  Big  Cypress 
Swamp  region,  is  the  largest  of  the 
Commission's  public  hunt  areas 
operated   on  privately   owned  land. 

In  1951  when  the  project  was 
initiated,  the  Collier  Company  and 
the  Curry  Lumber  Company  owned 
all  lands  within  the  management 
area.  Since  that  time  about  85,000 
acres  have  been  transferred  to  a 
number  of  different  individuals  and 
companies,  most  of  whom  have  thus 
far  been  willing  to  allow  their  hold- 
ings to  remain  under  the  original 
management  agreement  with  the 
Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Com- 
mission. 

The  terrain  of  the  Collier  area  is 
so  flat  that  there  is  not  a  single  well 
defined  stream  or  channel  but  rather 
wide,  shallow,  irregular  sloughs. 
The  vegetation  consists  of  broad  ex- 
panses of  scrub  cypress  and  Carib- 
bean pine,  interspersed  with  strands 
and  heads  of  large  cypress,  higher 
islands  and  ridges  of  pine  timber, 
cabbage  palm,  and  saw  palmetto. 
This  forms  good  habitat  for  turkey 
and  deer,  the  principal  game  species 
hunted. 

The  primary  research  activity 
which  is  presently  being  conducted 
on  the  Collier  Management  Area  is 
concerned  with  the  evaluation  of 
artificial  tuikey  feeders  and  water 
holes.  During  the  past  two  years, 
101  turkeys,  live  trapped  from  Com- 
mission controlled  breeding  grounds, 
have  been   released  in   this  section. 

The  following  table  shows  the 
game  kill  for  the  past  three  hunting 
seasons,  as  compiled  from  data  ob- 
tained by  checking  station  opera- 
tors. 


Squirrel 
Year         Deer    Turkey  Quail      Fox         Cat 

1952  87         679       1021         ...         258 

1953  36        502       1704  80        121 

1954  47         179        695        101        179 
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For  exact  location  of  all  Wildlife  Management  Areas,  check 
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Dove 

Duck 

Snipe 
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140 

2 

127 

22 

27 

1 

146 

33 
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The  design  is  an  old  one  but  it  still  catches 

birds.     A   game  division   employee  examines 

one  style  of  trap  used  to  obtain  wild  turkeys 

for  tagging  and  restocking. 


AVON  PARK  and  LEE 

Wildlife  Management  Areas 
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The  Avon  Park  Wildlife  Management  Area  in  High- 
lands and  Polk  Counties,  is  located  east  of  Avon 
Park,  between  Arbuckle  Lake  and  the  Kissimmee 
River.  This  100,000  acre  area  is  owned  by  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  and  is  used  as  a  bombing  range  during  the 
week.  It  has  been  opened  to  controlled  hunting  since 
1949  under  an  annual  agreement  negotiated  by  the 
Game  Management  Division  and  the  Air  Force. 

Habitat  types  represented  on  the  Avon  Park  Area 
include  scrub  oak,  sloughs,  bay  heads,  flatwoods,  and 
oak  hammock.  The  area  is  fair  deer  and  turkey  range. 
The  flatwoods  and  slough  edges  provide  good  quail 
hunting. 

During  the  past  two  years,  25  acres  of  food  plant- 
ings have  been  established.  These  plots  are  planted  to 
Pensacola  bahia,  caipet  grass,  beans,  cowpeas,  millet, 
chufas,  benne,  and  other  plants  of  value  as  wildlife 
food. 

During  the  winter  months,  about  one-third  of  the 
area  is  control  burned  to  reduce  the  fire  hazard  and 
to  encourage  the  growth  of  quail  and  turkey  food 
plants. 

The  game  kill  during  the  past  four  seasons,  as  re- 
corded by  checking  station  ope.ators,  was  as  follows. 

Year      Deer     Turkey      Quail    Squirrel  Dove     Duck     Snipe 


1951 

4 

1306 

1952 

2 

31 

1657 

52 

1953 

6 

7 

3412 

89 

6 

12 

80 

1954 

1 

10 

1754 

97 

59 

4 

12 
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The  Lee  County  Wildlife  Management  Area  is 
located  southeast  of  Fort  Myers,  south  of  the 
Immokalee  Road,  and  east  of  the  Seaboard  Railroad. 
This  100,000  acre  area  has  been  operated  as  a  public 
hunting  ground  since  1953.  Consolidated  Naval  Stores 
is  the  major  landowner  having  property  under  lease 
to  the  Commission  although  there  are  over  one  hun- 
dred landholders  with  small  acreages  included  within 
the  area's  boundaries. 

The  vegetation  consists  primarily  of  the  pine-pal- 
metto flatwoods  type  although  there  are  numerous 
ponds  and  sloughs,  and  several  cypress  swamps.  There 
are  few  deer  on  the  area  but  it  is  expected  that  man- 
agement activities  will  bring  about  a  steady  increase 
in  the  population. 

At  the  present  time,  most  hunters  visiting  the  Lee 
County  Management  Area  are  interested  primarily 
in  turkey  and  quail.  Most  of  the  deer  and  squirrels 
killed  on  the  area  are  taken  incidentally  by  quail  and 
turkey  hunters. 

The  game  kill  recorded  by  checking  station  opera- 
tors during  the  past  two  seasons  was  as  follows. 


Year 

Deer  Turkey  Quail  Squirrels  Doves  Ducks  Geese  Snipe 

1953 
1954 

4   48   1499   105   70    6    .    10 
2   26   2560    84    1   31   1    2 

The  area  is  open  to  hunting  only  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday.  Camping  is  permitted  on  Saturday  nights 
only. 


No  camping  is  permitted  within  the  management 
area.  Adequate  accommodations  are  available  for  visit- 
ing sportsmen  at  Fort  Myers  and  elsewhere  within 
easy  driving  distance. 

For  exact  locations  of  all  Wildlife  Management  Areas, 
check  map  and  chart  on  page  5. 


The  Aucilla  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Area  consists  of  125,000 
acres  in  Wakulla,  Jefferson,  and 
Taylor  Counties.  It  is  located  mainly 
south  of  U.  S.  Highway  98  between 
Newport  and  Perry.  One  segment  of 
15,000  acres,  located  north  of  Hamp- 
ton Springs,  is  closed  to  hunting. 

The  land  was  leased  by  the  Game 
and  Fresh  Water  Wish  Commission 
in  1953,  under  agreements  negoti- 
ated by  the  Game  Management  Divi- 
sion, for  a  period  of  ten  years.  Prin- 
cipal landowners  involved  include 
the  St.  Joe  Paper  Company,  The 
Buckeye  Cellulose  Corporation, 
George  Hodges,  A.  D.  Poppel,  and 
T.  J.  Faulkner,  Sr.  Several  other 
landowners  have  smaller  tracts 
under  lease. 

The  area  is  composed  primarily  of 
pine  flatwoods  with  scattered  cy- 
press swamps,  oak  hammocks,  and 
unimproved  pasture  land.  Sweet 
gum  swamps  border  the  four  rivers 
which  flow  through  the  Aucilla  Area. 
These  rivers  are  the  Fenholloway, 
Econfina,  Aucilla,  and  St.  Marks. 
Along  the  coast  in  Taylor  County 
there  is  a  belt  of  salt  marsh  approxi- 
mately one  mile  wide.  North  of  this 
is  a  strip  of  coastal  hammock,  also 
averaging  about  one  mile  in  width. 

Although  the  area  is  hunted  prin- 
cipally for  deer  and  turkey,  the 
game  list  also  includes  bear,  squir- 
rels, ducks,  geese,  quail,  and  doves. 

Food  plots,  planted  to  carpet  grass, 
are  maintained  on  the  area.  Some 
rye  grass  plantings  have  been  made 
in  the  coastal  section  to  provide 
goose  browse  and  it  is  contemplated 
that  this  phase  of  the  project  will 
be  expanded. 

Turkey  feeders  are  operated  dur- 
ing the  late  winter  and  early  spring 
months  for  the  purpose  of  attracting 
the  birds  to  areas  where  they  may 
be  more  readily  observed.  Such  ob- 
servations are  useful  in  determining 


THE  AUCILLA 
Wildlife  Management  Area 


AUC/LIA    MIDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  APEA 


For  exact  locations  of  all  Wildlife  Management 
check  map  and  chart  on  page  5. 


the  breeding  stock  and  rate  of  re- 
production. When  the  weather  per- 
mits, approximately  600  acres  of 
salt  marsh  are  burned  each  year 
to  furnish  fresh  growth  for  goose 
browse. 

Some  turkeys  and  deer  have  been 
released  on  the  Aucilla  area  in  the 
past.  It  is  believed  that  proper  pro- 
tection and  cooperation  from  hunt- 
ers will  assure  a  rapid  increase  in 
these  two  popular  game  species 
without  resorting  to  additional  re- 
stocking. 

The    following    table    shows    the 


game  kill  for  the  past  two  seasons. 

Fishing  is  allowed  on  all  the  waters 
south  of  U.S.  Highway  98,  except 
when  posted  by  the  landowners. 
Boats  and  motors  may  be  rented 
from  fish  camps  located  on  all  four 
of  the  rivers  flowing  through  the 
area. 

Camping  is  allowed  during  the 
season  in  the  Taylor  County  portion 
of  the  Aucilla  Area.  No  camping  is 
allowed  in  either  the  Wakulla  or 
Jefferson  County  portions.  No  fa- 
cilities are  available  at  the  camp 
sites. 


Year 

Deer 

Turkey  Squirrel 

Quail 

Dove 

Duck 

Geese 

Bear 

1953-54 
1954-55 

9 
35 

0            2,064 
8            5,105 

70 
21 

10 
0 

50 
311 

13 
30 

0 
0 

WATERFOWL  HUNTERS 

Make  certain  you  have  a  1955-56  Federal 
migratory  waterfowl  hunting  stamp  before 
hunting  waterfowl.  Available  from  your  local 
post  office  at  a  cost  of  $2.00,  the  stamp  is 
required  of  all  waterfowl  hunters  16  years  of 
age   or  older. 

Your  name  must  be  signed  in  ink  across 
the  face  of  the  stamp  before  you  hunt. 

The  Blue  Geese  shown  at  the  left  are  fea- 
tured on  the  1955-56  stamp  and  are  from  a 
drawing  by  Stanley  Stearns. 


CROOM   and   BLACKWATER  Wildlife  Management  Areas 
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The  Croom  Wildlife  Management 
Area  lies  in  Hernando  and  Sum- 
ter Counties  and  consists  of  approxi- 
mately 24,000  acres.  Originally  a 
part  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Ser- 
vice's Withlacochee  Land  Use  Proj- 
ect, the  tract  is  now  under  U.S.  For- 
est Service  management.  This  area 
will  be  opened  to  hunting  during  the 
1955-56  season  under  an  informal 
agreement  between  the  Forest  Ser- 
vice and  the  Game  Commission.  It 
has  been  closed  for  the  past  20  years. 
The  topography  varies  from  low 
flat  areas  to  rolling  limestone  ridges. 
Longleaf  and  slash  pine  comprises 
the  major  forest  type,  but  there  are 
occasional  hardwood  hammocks  of 
live  oak,  water  oak,  ash,  and  red 
gum.  Cypress  occurs  in  the  low,  wet 
areas.  The  inherent  productivity  of 
the  Fellowship,  Hernando,  and 
Gainesville  sandy  loams  and  sands 
plus  the  variety  of  habitat  condi- 
tions make  this  good  game  country. 
Populations  of  deer,  squirrel,  and 
quail  are  good. 

So  far,  no  development  work  has 
been  done  on  this  new  area.  It 
could,  however,  become  one  of  the 
most  popular  areas  with  good  poten- 
tials for  recreation  and  for  game 
production. 


The  Blackwater  Wildlife  Man- 
agement Area  was  established 
in  1952  upon  completion  of  an  agree- 
ment between  the  Florida  Forest 
Service  and  the  Game  Management 
Division  of  the  Game  and  Fresh 
Water  Fish  Commission. 

The  Blackwater  Area  lies  within 
Santa  Rosa  and  Okaloosa  Counties. 
Wildlife  habitat  types  on  the  Black- 
water  include  long  leaf  pine-turkey 
oak,  hardwood  hammock,  titi  swamp, 
flatwoods,  and  farmland.  Within  the 
area  are  three  major  streams; 
Blackwater  River,  Sweetwater 
Creek,  and  Juniper  Creek. 

The  principal  game  species  found 
here  are  deer,  quail,  and  turkey. 
This  85,000  acre  management  area 
is  not  open  to  hunting  during  the 
current    season. 

A  total  of  48  quail  food  plots  have 
been  planted  within  the  area.  Car- 
pet grass  has  been  planted  on  20 
miles  of  fire  lanes  to  provide  turkey 
food.  Controlled  burning  on  some 
10,000  acres  each  year  is  carried  out 
by  the  Florida  Forest  Service  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  wildlife  food 
plant  production. 

Since  1950,  45  deer  have  been  re- 
leased on  the  Blackwater  Area.  The 
section  is  potentially  an  excellent 
deer  and  quail  producer.  Manage- 


l£6AM- 


-  WA/r  BOOAlDslfiY 

-  Ma/VM  Y 


SCSlf: 


/  A>U£~ 


^/oir 


£AMKW/ir£g  W/LPL/f£  AMA/M£W£Mr 


ment  efforts  are  being  directed  to- 
ward improvement  of  conditions  for 
these  two  important  game  species 
as  well  as  others  which  will  find 
habitat  conditions  in  the  Blackwater 
compatible  with  their  requirements. 


For  exact  location  of  all   Wildlife 

Management     Areas,     check     map 

and  chart  on  page  5. 


LITTLE  TALBOT  and  WOODRUFF 

Wildlife   Management   Areas 


l£G£Al£ 


POADS 


^-•■_  w/iesH 


i/rri£  rsusor  /si/ia/p,  mmi  cov/vry 

The  Little  Talbot  Island  Wildlife  Management 
Area  is  located  within  the  Little  Talbot  Island 
State  Park  in  Duval  County.  It  lies  some  20  miles 
north  and  east  of  Jacksonville  on  U.  S.  Highway 
A1A.  Little  Talbot  Island  proper  is  about  four  miles 
long  and  one  half  to  one  quarter  mile  wide. 

That  portion  now  under  development  for  water- 
fowl consists  of  about  40  acres  of  fresh  water  marsh 
toward  the  north  end  of  the  island.  Impoundment 
of  approximately  100  acres  of  blackish  water  is  also 
contemplated. 

Actual  work  on  the  Talbot  Area  began  in  1954  when 
a  memorandum  of  understanding  covering  use  by  the 
Commission  for  a  ten  year  period  was  worked  out 
with  the  Florida  Board  of  Parks  and  Historic  Me- 
morials by  the  Game  Management  Division. 

Because  soil  and  water  conditions  are  favorable, 
it  has  been  possible  to  improve  the  area  considerably 
for  waterfowl.  Last  year,  20  acres  were  disced  and 
planted  to  waterfowl  foods.  Cattail  millet  has  been 
the  most  suitable  of  the  various  plants  thus  far  tested. 
Last  winter  several  hundred  birds  used  the  area. 

No  hunting  is  permitted  on  this  area  since  it  is  a 
State  Park.  It  does  serve  as  an  important  feeding  and 
resting  place  for  waterfowl  on  migration  up  and  down 
the  east  coast.  The  area  also  serves  as  a  valuable 
proving  grounds  for  testing  various  food  plants  and 
marsh  management  techniques. 

The  area  lies  close  to  the  recreational  facilities  of 
the  Park  and  is  available  to  the  many  people  who  wish 
to  observe  waterfowl.  Fishing,  swimming,  and  pic- 
nicking are  other  recreational  attractions  of  the  park. 
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The  Jim  Woodruff  Wildlife  Management  Area  lies 
in  Jackson  County  along  the  west  shore  of  Jim 
Woodruff  Reservoir,  a  navigation  and  power  work 
of  the  Corps  of  Engineers.  While  the  dam  is  located 
in  Florida,  the  greater  part  of  the  reservoir  lies  in 
Georgia,   along  the  Flint  and   Chattahoochee  Rivers. 

By  a  General  Plan  and  License  agreement  negoti- 
ated with  the  Department  of  the  Army  and  the  U. 
S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  by  the  Game  Manage- 
ment Division,  the  Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Com- 
mission acquired  wildlife  management  rights  to  some 
7,000  acres. 

The  area  has  excellent  possibilities  for  waterfowl 
developments,  particularly  for  geese.  This  is  an  un- 
usually good  opportunity  to  provide  northwest  Florida 
with  good  waterfowl  hunting,  which  it  now  lacks.  In 
addition,  the  area  can  provide  good  quail  habitat. 

Plans  for  the  area  include  construction  of  sub- 
impoundments  for  waterfowl  food  plant  production, 
establishment  of  a  goose  flock,  and  leasing  of  land 
for  farming  and  grazing.  However,  a  very  recent  bill 
passed  by  Congress  provides  for  the  revertment  to  the 
previous  owners  of  certain  of  the  lands  involved. 
Until  this  situation  can  be  cleared  up,  active  work  on 
the  Jim  Woodruff  Area  is  being  delayed. 


THE  SUMTER-CITRUS 
Wildlife  Management  Area 


The  Sumter-Citrus  Wildlife  Management  Area 
consists  of  30,000  acres  of  swamp,  hardwood 
hammock,  and  marsh  flats  lying  astride  the  Withla- 
coochee  River  in  Sumter  and  Citrus  Counties.  In 
1951,  the  Game  Management  Division  completed  nego- 
tiations with  several  private  land  owners  bringing  the 
area  into  the  Commission's  Wildlife  Management 
Area  program. 

Game  found  on  this  area  includes  deer,  turkey, 
quail,  squirrel,  dove,  snipe,  and  waterfowl.  Both  squir- 
rel and  waterfowl  hunting  are  especially  good. 

The  Game  Management  Division  of  the  Florida 
Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Commission  maintains 
a  year  around  program  of  research  and  improvement 
to  increase  the  value  of  the  area  to  the  public.  Land 
plots  totalling  seven  acres  have  been  cleared  and 
planted  into  special  grasses  and  grains  of  value  as 
turkey  food.  Turkey  feeders  are  maintained  on  the 
area.  In  1949,  55  wild  turkeys  were  released  on  this 
area  to  augment  the  population  already  present. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Fish  Management  Division, 
hyacinth  eradication,  controlled  gar  hunts,  and  Lake 
and  Pond  Management  are  conducted  on  the  Sumter- 
Citrus  area. 

Checking  stations  are  located  at  the  entrances  to 
the  area  during  the  hunting  season.  These  stations 
provide  assistance  to  the  public  as  well  as  serving  as 
collecting  stations  for  information  vital  to  the  Com- 
mission's wildlife  research  program. 

During  the  past  three  seasons,  the  following  game 
kill  was  recorded  by  the  checking  station  operators. 


iCALS: 


so/trie- c/reus  u//p//ff  /y4A/46£W/vr  4/eiA 


Year 

Turkey 
Deer  Gobbler  Hen 

Quail 

Squirrel 
Gray       Fox 

Duck 

Dove 

Snipe 

1952 
1953 
1954 

2  8          4 
1          29        29 

3  32        42 

94 

100 
33 

1674 

4988 
5898 

23 
3 

385 
507 

86 
13 

3 

For  exact  location  of  all  Wildlife  Management 
Areas,  check  map  and  chart  on  page  5. 


Seven  miles  of  good  roads  through 
the  area  are  maintained  by  the  coun- 
ty, and  land  owners  maintain  the 
fences.  Outside  the  area,  convenient 
both  to  it  and  Lake  Panasoffkee  are 
a  series  of  privately  owned  camps 
which  provide  boats,  cabins,  and 
related  services. 


WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREA  HUNT  REGULATIONS 


1.  A  special  $5.00  Public  Hunting  Area  Permit,  in 
addition  to  regular  license,  is  necessary  to  hunt  on 
all  Wildlife  Management  Areas  except  Eglin  Field, 
St.  Marks,  Cecil  M.  Webb  ( Charlotte^ County) , 
Everglades  and  Special  Bear  and  Archery  Hunts. 
Hunting  Area  Permits  may  be  secured  from  any 
County  Judge  in  the  State. 

2.  Hunters  must  check  in  and  out  at  designated  check- 
ing stations  when  entering  or  leaving  Wildlife  Man- 
agement Areas. 


3.  Guns  and  dogs  are  prohibited  except  during  open 
seasons. 

4.  Hunt  participants  must  report  their  take  to  check- 
ing stations  upon  leaving  the  Management  Areas. 

5.  Except  as  stated  in  Special  Regulations,  legal  game, 
bag,  and  possession  limits  will  be  the  same  on  the 
various  Wildlife  Management  Areas  as  for  the 
Region  within  which  the  Management  Area  lies. 

6.  Hunting  will  be  permitted  ONLY  on  that  portion 
of  the  Management  Areas  open  to  hunting. 


The  Osceola  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment area,  located  east  of  Lake 
City,  consists  of  106,000  acres  of 
land  lying  within  the  Osceola  Na- 
tional Forest.  The  area  was  es- 
tablished in  1937  through  a  coop- 
erative agreement  between  the  U.S. 
Forest  Service  and  the  Game  and 
Fresh   Water  Fish   Commission. 

Approximately  63  percent  of  the 
Osceola  wildlife  habitat  is  of  the 
flatwoods  type  with  the  balance  con- 
sisting of  cypress  ponds,  hardwood 
swamp,  and  oak  ridges.  The  deer 
is  the  major  game  species  sought  on 
this  management  area,  although 
squirrel  hunting  is  also  good. 

The  Osceola  offers  the  still-hunter 
an  opportunity  to  exercise  his  skill 
and  patience  for  hunting  of  deer 
with  dogs  is  prohibited.  Dogs  are 
allowed  for  deer  hunting  in  the  ter- 
ritory adjacent  to  the  managed  lands 
however. 

Special  bear  hunts  with  dogs  are 
held  each  season  although  lack  of 
experienced  bear  dogs  has  limited 
the  bear  kill  during  recent  years. 

In  1940,  35  deer  (18  bucks  and 
17  does)  were  released  on  the  area. 
The  extremely  low  deer  population 
in  this  vicinity  at  that  time  was 
attributed  to  illegal  hunting. 

The  following  table  shows  the 
game  kill  on  the  Osceola  Wildlife 
Management  Area  during  the  past 
four  seasons. 
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CHECKING  STATION 
FIRE  TOWER 
ROAD 
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LAKCCITY 


For  exact  location  of  all  Management  Areas 
Areas,  check  map  and  chart  on  page  5. 


Squirrel 

Year 

Deer 

Cat(Gray) 

Fo: 

1951 

15 

•  •  • 

,  . 

1952 

28 

316 

,  , 

1953 

16 

374 

9 

1954 

32 

105 

2 

Quail 


Bear 


Camping  is  not  permitted  within 
the  wildlife  management  area 
boundaries  however  the  Forest 
Service  maintains  a  recreational  site 


at  Ocean  Pond  where  5  acres  of  land 
are  available  to  campers.  In  this 
same  locality  the  Forest  Service  also 
maintains   a    lodge   which    is    avail- 


able for  rent  to  large  parties. 

The  Osceola  is  one  of  the  few 
management  areas  which  is  operated 
without  the  support  of  Federal  Aid 
funds.  The  rise  in  the  deer  popula- 
tion on  the  Osceola  demonstrates 
the  value  of  law  enforcement  on  an 
area  which,  although  containing 
good  deer  habitat  formerly  support- 
ed few  deer  because  of  illegal  hunt- 
ing activities. 


HUNTING 

Series  I — Resident  County,  Game $     2.00 

Series  J — Resident,  other  than  Home  County.  .        4.50 

Series  K — Resident,  State 7.50 

Series  L— Non-Resident,   State    26.50 

Series  M — Non-Resident,  10-day  Continuous.  .      11.50 
Series  M-l — Non-Resident  County,  Owners  of 

and  paying  taxes  on  3,000  acres  of  land 11.50 

Series  Y — Guide,  required  for  guiding  hunting 
parties.  Guides  may  not  take  game  or  carry 
rifle  or  shotgun  while  conducting  party.  Is- 
sued from  office  of  Commission,  Tallahassee .  .  10.00 
Alien  Hunting — Issued  from  office  of  Commis- 
sion, Tallahassee 50.00 

TRAPPING* 

Series  N— Resident,  County $     3.25 

Series  O — Non-Resident,  County   25.50 

Series  P — Resident,  State 25.50 


LICENSES 


Series  Q — Resident  of  County  other  than  Home     10.50 
Series  R— Non-Resident,  State 100.50 


*  Report  of  Game  and  Fur-Bearers  taken  in  pre- 
vious season  must  be  filed  with  County  Judge  when 
applying  for  hunting  or  trapping  license.  Failure  to  file 
data  on  blank  form  attached  to  application  is  cause  for 
refusal  of  license. 

COMMERCIAL  LICENSES 

(Issued  from  Office  of  Commission,  Tallahassee) 

DEALERS  IN  ALLIGATOR  SKINS  AND  GREEN 

OR  DRIED  FURS  (SKINS) 

Series  S — Resident  local  dealer  or  buyer  (must 

not  solicit  by  mail,  advertise,  travel  to  buy 

or  employ  agents  to  buy) $     10.00 

Series  T-l— Resident  State  Dealer  or  Buyer.  .   100.00 
Series  T-2 — Agent  for  licensed  "Resident  State 
Dealer  or  Buyer" 5.00 


Hendry  Wildlife  Management  Area 


The  Hendry  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Area  is  located  in  south- 
ern Hendry  County.  It  is  approxi- 
mately 10  miles  east  of  Immokalee 
and  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the 
Big  Cypress  Indian  Reservation. 
Consisting  of  a  total  of  46,000  acres, 
of  which  33,000  are  open  to  hunting, 
the  area  became  part  of  the  Game 
and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Commission's 
Wildlife  Management  Area  system 
in  1951.  The  landowners  involved 
are  Bob  Roberts,  Haven  Sportsmans 
Club,  and  the  Collier  Corporation. 

Wildlife  habitat  on  the  Hendry 
Wildlife  Management  Area  consists 
of  cypress  swamps  bordered  by  oak 
and  cabbage  palmetto  hammocks, 
pine  and  palmetto  islands,  and 
sloughs   and   ponds. 

Especially  notable  for  its  excel- 
lent turkey  population,  the  Hendry 
area  also  offers  good  deer  hunting 
and  fair  quail,  squirrel,  and  duck 
shooting. 

The  following  table  shows  the 
game  kill  recorded  for  the  Hendry 
Area  during  the  past  four  seasons; 

A  special  rule  regarding  camping 
has  been  put  into  effect.  Vehicles  are 
to  be  used  only  to  go  to  and  from 
camp.  Hunters  must  hunt  from  camp 
on  foot  or  horseback.  This  ruling 
was  made  in  an  attempt  to  prevent 
damage  to  cattle  grazing  lands. 
Formerly,  each  vehicle  invariably 
made  a  new  track  in  order  to  get 
across  the  marl  flats.  The  resultant 
damage  to  important  grazing  areas 
was  extensive. 
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For  exact  location  of  all  Wildlife 

Management    Areas,    check    map 

and  chart  on  page  5. 
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Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


Deer  Turkey  Quail  Squirrel     Dove 

33  203  ...      101 

17  283  226     208 

14  252  360      282 

41  317  17      ...      4 


Duck        Snipe 


7 
60 


34 
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